
'i I ST CONGRESS 
2o 8ESSIO� 

IX THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 27, 1930 

Mr. HuosoN introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce and ordered to be printed 

A BILL 
To regulate the entry of persons into the United States, to estab­

lish a border pRtrol in the Coast Guard, and for other 

purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Oongres.i;; assembled, 

g That this Act may be cited as the " Border Patrol Act, 

4 1930." 
• 

f) ENTRY OF PERSONS INTO THE UNITED STA'fES 

G SEC. 2. (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to 

7 enter the United States from a foreign country at any place 

8 other than a point of entry designated by the President, 

• 



, 

t except that thiR rction �ha11 Hot be applicable in the 

2 ca e of-

3 ( 1) Any person who in e ntering the lT nited States 

4 con1plfo \Yith the rro·ulations pre . ·cribed hy the Pre. idcut 

5 for th<' convcnic\n<'o of perf.ion� rrs i tling or o wning property 

G on or adjnccnt to the hotu1dnrie · of the lT nited States; 

7 (2) Any per. on who in entering the United States 

R complie. with the Air Commerce Act of 1926 and the 

H regulations prescribed thereunder. 

10 (b) Any person who Yiolate. the prov1 10ns of this 

11 section shall be guilty of a n1is<lemeanor and, in addition 

12 to all other penalties in·oyided bv law, be subject to a 

13 penalty of $100. Such penalty shall be a lien against any 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24: 

25 

vessel, vehicle, or aircraft in which the entry in violation 

of this section is made. Such penalty may be enforced, 

or may be remitted or mit igated , in the same manner as 

a penalty for a violation of the cu toms revenue laws of 

the lJ nited States; but such penalty shall not be enforced 

if a penalty (whether criminal or civil) for violation of 

any other law of the lTnited State has been incurred. 

BORDER PATROL 
• 

SEC. 3. (a) There i8 hereby e tablished an organiza­

tion to be known as the "(Tnited States Border Patrol, which 

shall operate under and be adm1ni tered hy the commandant 

of the Coast Guard. 



• 

1 (b) 'l1herr nre hPrrhy nnthorized in the Coast Guard , 

2 for 'crvfrc in th<' horder patrol, suc·h additional enlisted 

3 ratings a. the Secretary of the Treasury may determine. 

4 ( c) There arr lierrhy authorized in the Coast Guard, 

3 for er,·ice in the border patrol, the warrant grade of 

6 warrant officer (border patrol) and the chief-warrant grade 

7 of chief warrant officer (border patrol) , and persons hold-

8 ing appointments in said gTades shall receive the same pay, 

u allovvances, and benefits a other ·warrant officers and chief 

10 warrant officer , respecti,·cly. of liJ�c length of , crvice, in the 

11 Coast G uaTd. 

12 ( d) Any officer or enli. ted man of the Coast Guard 

13 may be detailed by the conlillandant to duty in connection 

14 with the border patrol , as in his judgment circun1stances may 

. 
. 15 require. 

16 ( e) The number of commissioned officers of the line 

1 7 on the active list authorized in the Coast Guard is hereby 

18 increased by sixty, distributed among the grades in the 

19 proportions provided for distribution in the grades of line 

20 officers by section 1 of the Act entitled "An Act to readjust 

21 the commissioned personnel of the Coast Guard, and for 

22 other purposes, " approved March 2, 1929. 

23 (f) The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to 

24 estR blish receiving and training stations, with necessary 
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barraek , other building , and equipment, for the training 

of warrant oniccr · nud enli tcd incn of the border patrol. 

ENFORCEMENT 

El'. -!. (a) It shall be the duty of the border patrol 

to enforce the proYLion of this Act, except at oecan bountl­

ane. of the lT nited States. 

(b) Any ofliC'er or enli ted man of the border patrol 

nrny arre t any person entering the United States in viola­

tion of thi. �\..C't; may seize any inerchnndi e in the posse · ion 

of any perno11 entering the United States in violation of this 

A.et, or any ve · el, vehicle, or aircraft, in which the entry 

in violation of this Act is made ;  and may deliver any such 

merchandise, vessel, vehicle, or aircraft, or any person 

arrested for violation of section 2, into the custody of such 

ofiieers, at a point of entry, or elsewhere, as the Secretary 

of the 'l'reasnry may by regulation pre criLc. 

BXISTING PATROI .. S 

8Ec. 5. '[hr President is authorized to discontinue 

the border palroh; of the Bureuu of Customs and the Bureau 

of Immigration, or parts thereof, fro1n ti111c to ti1ne after 

the approval of this Act, when in his judgment such action 

is adYisable by reason of the establishment and effective 

operation of the border putrol ereated by this Act. 
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EMPLOYEE AND EQUIPMENT 

.. 

• 

SEc. 6. (a) The Secretary of the Treasury is author­

i�ed to appoint 'nch employees and to purcha e such motor 

Yehicles, boat , hor e , upplie , and equipment as are nece -

�ary in the admiui tration of thi A.ct. 

(b) Any ve el or vehicle forfeited to the United 

States a specified in ection. 1 and 2 of the Act entitled 

"An Act relating to the use or di posal of vessels or vehicles 

forfeited to the United States for violation of the cu toms 

law or the National Prohibition Act, and for other p1u­

poses," approved :l\farch 3, 1925, may, in the discretion of 

the Secretary of the Treasury, be taken and used, or may, 

upon application of the Secretary of the Treasury, be ordered 

Ly the court to be delivered to the Treasury Department 

for u. c in the cnforecmcut of the prodsious of thi" ... \ct 

instead of for uHr a provided in 'Heh ... \ct of �forch 3, 1925. 

EXECUTION 01" O'l'HER LAWS 

SEC. 7. There nre authorized to be appropriated snch 

amounts as may be necessary for the establishment and 

maintenance of points of entry designated under this Act, 

including· the acquisition of necessa1y sites and the construc­

tion of necessa1y buildings, or in the execution of the 

customs, immigration, and other laws regulating or pro-
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f hibiting the entry into the United States of persons an cl 

2 merchandise as a result of the establishment of such points 

3 of entry. · 

4 EFFECTIVE DATE 

5 SEC. 8. This A.ct shall take effect upon its approval, 

fl except that sections 2 and 4 shall take effect upon the 1st 

7 day of the seventh month after ira approval. 
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